[image: ]


September 18, 2026

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
NCDA Government Relations Committee Hosts Advocacy Summit to Strengthen Career Development’s Voice in Public Policy
The National Career Development Association (NCDA) Government Relations Committee (GRC) hosted its first Advocacy Summit on September 18, 2026, bringing together career development professionals from across the globe for a day focused on advocacy, public policy, storytelling, and practical strategies for engaging with policymakers.
The virtual summit provided participants with an opportunity to learn the fundamentals of advocacy, hear directly from state career development associations about their advocacy experiences, explore practical resources, and develop skills for communicating the profession’s expertise and priorities to policymakers and other decision-makers.
The program featured remarks from NCDA leaders, a Career Development Association panel representing state-level advocacy experiences, and advocacy training from award-winning lobbyist and creator of Part of the Possible, Luke Crumley. 
A central theme throughout the Summit was that advocacy can take many forms. Career development professionals can contribute through research, storytelling, policy monitoring, coalition building, legislative meetings, public comment, professional leadership, and other forms of engagement. NCDA’s Government Relations Committee works to support members and state career development associations in building this capacity.
The Summit also highlighted the importance of state-level advocacy. Panelists shared experiences from different stages of state CDA advocacy, offering participants examples of how career development professionals can begin building advocacy capacity within their own states.
The NCDA GRC is continuing this work beyond the Summit through ongoing committee activities, state advocacy support, policy monitoring, and practical resources for members. NCDA members can also access the committee’s legislative tracking reports through the Members Only section of the NCDA website.
The Government Relations Committee encourages NCDA members to take one next step following the Summit, whether that means learning more about an issue, connecting with the GRC, participating in a workstream, monitoring legislation, or becoming involved with their state career development association.
About the National Career Development Association
The National Career Development Association (NCDA) provides professional development, resources, standards, scientific research, and advocacy to support career development professionals and the people they serve. NCDA’s Government Relations Committee supports advocacy efforts related to career development at the federal and state levels.
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